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next the colonel of a regiment which had just come to
Calcutta from the North-West Provinces. The com-
missioner casually said to the colonel, " I am the animal
which is called a commissioner in this part of the
world." The colonel was immensely delighted. He
had been accustomed to their high mightinesses the
commissioners of the North-West Provinces; and it
was a strange thing to him to find a commissioner
speaking almost disrespectfully of his own title. But
there are commissioners and commissioners. The com-
missioner in Bengal is the officer in chief executive
charge of a territorial division, each division containing
six or seven separate districts, with a total population
of about eight or ten millions inhabitants. There are
some divisions in which for geographical reasons the
area is smaller, and the population of the division less
numerous. The commissioner is usually an officer in
what may be called the prime of Indian official life,
about forty years of age, and of about twenty years'
standing in his service. He is usually selected by
Government from the executive officers known as
collector-magistrates of districts, and the selection not
unfreqnently causes considerable jealousy and dis-
satisfaction, especially if the selected commissioner
happens to be junior to any of the collector-magistrates
in the division to which he is appointed. The commis-
sioner is the local representative of Government in his
own division. The Government sends its orders to
him, and he passes them on to the collector-magistrates.
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